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The French armies were defeated at Sedan, and in
September, 1870, the Emperor fled, and a republic was set
up under Thiers. Rochefort was released from gaol and was
immediately made a member of the new National Assembly,
while Louis Gambetta was put in charge of the French
.armies. The Parisians soon became suspicious of Thiers,
however, when they learned that he was secretly negotiating
with the Prussians. Thiers, moreover, was antagonistic
towards the armed National Guard, which the people had
-established, and which had sworn to defend Paris to the last.
, Gambetta's hasty reorganization of the Imperial Armies
was too-late, and the Prussians swept on to the gates of Paris
itself, and the famous siege of the capital commenced.
Louise Michel had volunteered as an ambulance driver and
was untiring in her efforts to succour the w^ounded—and
preach resistance to the Prussians, The Thiers government
was universally distrusted, and as a contemporary writer said,
* It was felt that the monarchy had not been overthrown, but
only replaced by Thiers.5
Try as they could, the Prussians could make no impression
on the defenders of Paris, and when it was rumoured that
Thiers was negotiating an armistice, and to surrender the
city, battalions of the National Guard, headed by Flourens,
marched to the Town Hall, demanding that 110 armistic be
signed. The Republicans were convinced that only by
resisting the Prussians could the Republic be saved—and
they were prepared to resist to the last man. Thiers had
the leaders of this demonstration arrested, and shortly after-
wards he surrendered Paris. The Franco-Prussian War was
over.
The Imperial Army was disarmed and the troops made
prisoners of war. The National Guard, however, refused to
give up its arms, and whether the Prussians despised them
.as untrained, un-uniformed rabble, or whether they respected
them for their heroic defence of the capital, they didn't
force them to disarm. The Thiers government, however,
-determined, not to have its authority challenged by the
people's National Guard, sent its troops to crush them.

